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Dear Parent or Carer 

Your daughter/son has expressed a wish to take part in activities at Somerset County Council youth provision.  Please sign and return this form and the attached medial form as soon as possible to the address above, or to the club or project which issued it. If the forms are not returned your daughter or son may be unable to participate in the activities available.
Many different activities form part of a routine youth work programme. We have listed most of those we may offer in the next year, some of which will involve travelling by minibus or in suitably insured staff members’ cars.  If there are any in which you would prefer your daughter or son not to take part then you should list them in the box provided below.  We will assume that activities not listed in the box have received your consent. 

	Workshops dealing with: equality awareness, health and lifestyles, drugs and alcohol, environment and global issues, relationships, sexuality and gender issues, independence, employment and career options
	Visits to other services for young people, provided by Somerset County Council or other organisations

	Actvities such as: barbecues, picnics, sports and games, fund raising, inter-club visits and competitions, the Duke of Edinburgh's Award, arts and crafts, treasure hunts, quizzes, cooking


	I do not wish my daughter or son to participate in the following activities:

Please leave blank if you have no objection


You will be informed of details of activities which take place outside the main vicinity of the unit’s base (i.e. requiring organised travel) and be asked to give additional consent to young people participating in adventurous or non-routine off site activities. 
Conduct:  In order for all young people to have an enjoyable time there have to be certain ground rules that must be followed at all times.  These include participants refraining from any behaviour which places a young person, member of staff or member of the public at risk (for example bullying, vandalism, the misuse of drugs or alcohol). We ask for your support in ensuring these rules are adhered to.  Although young people are encouraged to remain on the premises during a youth work session we are not able to force them to do so.  Young people aged 11-13 are expected to remain on the premises throughout the session unless you have made it clear to staff that you require them to leave earlier.  You will be contacted as soon as is practical if your child does not adhere to this requirement.  SCC cannot be responsible for the behaviour or welfare of a young person should they choose to leave the premises.
On trips, young people must follow instructions and not leave the group under any circumstances unless permission has been received from a worker.  Young people must wear seat belts when travelling in County Council vehicles or suitably insured youth worker’s cars.  Failure to comply with these points may result in the young person being excluded from activities.

Photography:  We may take individual or group photographs of participants in activities which will then be used for displays, in publications we produce or on selected websites to promote young people’s services and activities.  We may also make video or webcam recordings of activities and take photographs or film footage in which participants in our activities may appear, sometimes named in local or national newspapers or on television.  In order to comply with the Data Protection Acts we require your permission for your son or daughter to be photographed or named in the media in this way.  If you have any objections please state them in writing in the box provided.

Please state any objection:
Please leave blank if you have no objection
Please note that if you have objections to the use of photographic images we will do all we can to ensure staff are aware of them but we also expect your daughter or son to make your objections clear to staff before photographs are taken.

Internet and email: we make computer systems available to young people so they can access email and the internet.  Any objections to the use of this equipment should be noted in the box below.  If you want more information about our policies around young people’s use of computer equipment, please contact the unit this form came from.

	Please state any objection:
Please leave blank if you have no objection


Additional information: if there are any other issues which you believe staff should be aware of (e.g. related to faith or religion) please note them below:
	Please note any issues or attach on separate sheet




I have read, fully understood and am satisfied with the details supplied about the above-mentioned activities and agree to my daughter or son taking part in them.  I know of no medical reason why they should not participate and I am happy with arrangements outlined regarding photography and behaviour 
I am aware that:

a
Somerset County Council only provides insurance cover against proven or agreed negligence by the Authority and its employees;

b
I should consider making my own arrangements for personal accident cover. 

	Young person’s name:

	Date of Birth:

	Address:

	Telephone:

	
	Parent or Carer’s name

	Parent or Carer’s signature:

	Date:


Please note that the information you provide will be held by Somerset County Council (the Data Controller) for the purposes of organising and promoting activities for young people.  SCC meets it’s responsibilities under the Data Protection Acts and the information will be held securely.
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